Notes on Steering Group Meeting of 26 September, 2009, 
following the ‘Citizen and the Law of Armed Conflict’ Conference.
Jim McCluskey, edited by George Farebrother 
Present:  George Farebrother (World Court Project), Pat Haward (INLAP), Jim McCluskey (Ministry for Peace), Kitty McVey (Croydon Quaker Meeting), Martha  Jean Baker (WILPF), Tony Kempster (MAW), Lesley Docksey (MAW), David Partridge (CANA), 
Apologies: Vijay Mehta (WDC), Lindis Percy(CAAB), Jenny Maxwell (WMCND), Steve Hucklesby (Baptist, Methodist & United Reformed Churches working together , Ros Cook (Sussex Peace Alliance),  Frank Boulton MEDACT), William Spring (, Peter Nicholls (Abolition 2000 UK), Malcolm Pittock (Bolton CND/STW), Frank Jackson (World Disarmament Campaign), Anthony Kestin, Sarah Lasenby (Trident Ploughshares), Gillian Hurle (Kingston Peace Council) 
1.
Title of network to be “NetLap” - This title may be changed in future.

2.
Nature of the Network - The network will provide a link for concerned organisations and individuals. Some of these will be represented on the Steering Group by one of their members.  

3.
Draft Mission Statements
 (Jim McCluskey)
NetLap seeks to explore, develop and improve communications between Citizens and Members of Parliament, the Government and Government officials with regard to all matters relating to domestic and international law.

NetLap further seeks to ensure that Members of Parliament, the Government and Government Officials are fully conversant with the law as it relates to war, conflict issues and human rights.
(George)

NetLap seeks to raise awareness of the domestic and international laws of Armed Conflict and Human Rights among citizens, Parliamentarians, and decision makers; and to explore, develop and improve communication between them. 
4. Goals and Objectives
Two primary goals were decided upon.  Other goals could be added as the work of the network develops.
Primary Goals
G1.
To achieve better education of Parliamentarians, government and government officials in accordance with the Mission Statement.
G2
To develop accountable and thoughtful communication between concerned citizens, Parliamentarians and other decision makers in accordance with the Mission Statement. 


5.
Objectives – Objectives afford the means of achieving the goals. Objectives will be worked out and added to as NetLap develops. Objectives suggested 
during the meeting are listed below.


O1.
Attain establishment of an independent pool of lawyers to advise MPs.
O2.
The development of IT-based procedure to achieve our goals 
O3
Experiment with a test-issue:  the relationship between the UN Security Council and the ICC’s jurisdiction, especially in regard to the Crime of Aggression. 

6.
Matters to be attended to before next meeting –


6.1.
An overriding statement (see above) ACTION GEORGE

6.2.
Statement of strategy and tactics (goals and objectives) ACTION ALL?
6.3.
Application to Peace rights (or equivalent) for one-off grant for the establishment of a website ACTION GEORGE

6.4.
Make 
progress on the website “Your MP and War”.  There will be two stages – a pilot to assess how well it works, followed by a full public site. 
ACTION KITTY AND GEORGE





      
6.5.
Prepare guidelines on how other working groups can participate.
ACTION – TO BE DECIDED

6.6 
Committee members to get familiar with IT Wiki, http://yourmpandwar.pbworks.com             ACTION ALL                  
6.7.
Shorter version of the INLAP paper on the ICC and the Security Council Discussion’, to be approved by Robbie Manson. ACTION GEORGE

6.8
One or two members of committee to work with Robbie to agree on strategy for obtaining ICC jurisdiction over ‘Crimes of Aggression’.
ACTION – TO BE DECIDED
7.
Funding and Finance
Netlap will require funds for the Wiki as it develops and for the establishment of a website, and minimal running costs of the network.   We shall apply for funds from ‘Peace Rights’ to start the web site. This is partly dependent on negotiations with the ‘MySociety’ but other alternatives are available. 
If funds were provided by ‘Peace Rights’ they would be paid to George to administer.  He would then pay them into a ring-fenced account within the INLAP account.

A funding request would be for two stages of the work – an initial pilot scheme and then the establishment of a public site. ACTION GEORGE

A copy of the financial statement for the Conference is attached.  The shortfall of £278.78 will be made up by organisations represented on the Steering Group.  ACTION GEORGE. 
8.
Other Suggestions
8.1.
The contact between activists, lawyers and academics which was a feature of the conference, should be continued.
8.2.
We would find the Cabinet Office guidelines on letter writing useful in any approach to Ministries. Kitty will send us the website ACTION KITTY

8.3.
Set up a model, or series of models, for dealing with the law in relation to MPs 
9.
Other Matters

9.1.
The Oxford Research Group has a recommended publication on setting up new activist groups. Martha will provide details.  ACTION MARTHA
  
9.2.
Suggestion to arrange meeting of appropriate All Party Parliamentary Groups (APGs)

Next Meeting – Thursday, 3 December, 2009, hosted by Martha Jean Baker. 
