Notes on Steering Group Meeting for the ‘Citizen and the Law of Armed Conflict’ Conference held London, 1 August 2009

Present:  George Farebrother (World Court Project), Pat Haward  (INLAP), Frank Jackson (World Disarmament Campaign), Jim McCluskey (Ministry for Peace), Malcolm Pittock (Bolton CND/STW), Kitty McVey (Croydon Quaker Meeting), Martha Jean Baker (WILPF), Peter Nicholls (Abolition 2000 UK), Tony Kempster (MAW), 
Apologies: Vijay Mehta, Lindis Percy, Jenny Maxwell, Steve Hucklesby,  Ros Cook, Sarah Lasenby, Frank Boulton, William Spring .  
Update on Programme:  Someone may attend from the organisation ‘My Society’ (which sets up websites) – It’s OK for Kitty to contact Julian Todd. 










 Action: Kitty

Day 1 – Carol Naughton cannot attend. John McDonnell can only attend on the second day – GEORGE TO COMPLETE LIST OF THOSE WHO CAN ATTEND
Claire Short will be asked if she would address the topic ‘Preventable War’










Action: George


Day 2 – Discussion group sessions to last 50 minutes with f minutes for chanegeover.

George will re-jig times and put on web site. 


Action: George
Update on Discussion Groups: There will be a facilitator and a rapporteur for each group. The rapporteur will be the same person for each session. The facilitator may vary since he/she may/may not want to officiate at all four sessions. The facilitator and the rapporteur will work together and they will decide between themselves how they are going to present the findings at the final plenary session. 
Facilitators and rapporteurs who will be working together will agree procedure beforehand.

Tony and George will draw up a list of possible facilitators and rapporteurs. They will consult Martha and any member of the committee can suggest names for the list. It will include up to three facilitators for each of the six discussion topics. The list will include members of the committee and they will notify George of their preferences.
Tony and George will conduct a briefing telephone conference with the facilitators and rapporteurs. They will also be encouraged to meet before the start of proceedings on Day 2.
                                                                        Action: George, Tony, Martha
Update on Speakers: George will make sure that each speaker is clear about the topic he is to address and will be informed of the topics for other speakers on related areas.
People who have already agreed to take part in discussion groups include Nick Grief, Rosie Holsworth, Nick Ritchie, John McDonnell, Paul Dorfman, Angie Zelter, Jennie Maxwell. 
George will make it clear to speakers including Ian Davis that there will not be any proselytising and no collecting of signatures. There will be an unattended table on which organisations can place a minimum amount of material describing their organisation. 
Last Plenary Session: There will be a tea break from 4.00 to 4.30 during which time the rapporteurs/facilitators will prepare their presentation.
Each will have 10 minutes to make their presentation. They will each present a number of key points. The number is to be kept as low as practical but must not exceed 5.  Simplicity and brevity are the watchwords for presentations.
Tony will give the facilitators/rapporteurs any assistance they may need with the mechanics of Powerpoint, data sticks, etc and generally look after IT and other equipment such as an overhead projector in consultation with Kat Barton Disarm@quaker.org.uk, 0207 663 1000.  
Closing Remarks: The Chair of the final plenary session will explain that a full report of the conference will be prepared and circulated. This report will include key ideas and suggestions for future action. It will also be announced that a post-conference meeting will be held to discuss the way forward including the possibility of creating a new organisation to put into practice the way forward. Anyone wishing to attend this exploratory meeting will be very welcome and should give their name, telephone number and email address to George or post this information on the web site http://www.peacebourne.serifweb.com/lawpeace/index.html
The closing time for the conference is to be specified in the information package. 









Action: George
Reception: Martha is attending to the reception. It is assumed that 50 people will pay £10 making the kitty £500. Within this budget, Martha will arrange a basic supply of wine, juices, nuts and crisps. Additional drinks will be available for cash?
George will ask Norman Baker or another MP to make a short reception speech. An enquiry will be made to find out if a minister would perform this function or at least attend. 
Tony will investigate the possibility of a musical entertainment. 
Tony will enquire if Friends House can supply a secure space for interim storage of valuables.


                                                            Action:  Martha, George, Tony
Pre-conference Package: George will circulate, among the committee members, a pdf file containing the pre-conference package for comment.









Action: George
AOB:

Registration: George and Jean


IT equipment: Tony will organise


Location and signing for Discussion Groups:  Frank Jackson


Catering in Friends House: - Kitty will organise

Accommodation in London: Pat and Jim could accommodate one speaker each.  Pat can supply website for cheap hotels


Students: Pat will investigate emailing relevant outlets; Kings 
College, etc.

Alan Kirkham of Investing Ethically will print1000 leaflets that will carry the strap line 10% of all initial fees and commissions donated to World Court Project UK. Alan will attend the conference and bring some leaflets for people to collect.  George will circulate copies of the leaflet to the Steering Group.  

NEXT MEETING – AUGUST 22nd, 11.00 am, Friends House.
Jim McC
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